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Dear  Parent s, 
 
Spr ing is her e, and I  hope t hat  you have been 
able t o t ake t he t ime t o enj oy some of  t he 
beaut if ul weat her  t hat  we have been gr aced 
wit h dur ing t he last  f ew weeks!  Wit h t he 
ar r ival of  spr ing her e at  Thor pe comes t he 
r ealizat ion t hat  t he school year  is r apidly 
coming t o a close, and, yet , t her e is st ill so 
much t o t each and learn! 
  
The f if t h gr ader s cont inue t o get  r eady f or  
t he t r ansit ion t o Middle School next  f all.  
Wit hin t he next  f ew weeks t hey will visit  
HRMS t wice - once as par t  of  an individual 
school, and a second t ime wit h all t he 5t h 
gr ader s f r om acr oss t he dist r ict .  Parent  
Or ient at ion Night  at  HRMS is scheduled f or  
Thur sday, May 8t h at  7 p.m.  I  encour age all 
parent s and guardians of  5t h gr ader s t o mark 
t his impor t ant  dat e in t heir  calendars and t o 
be sur e t o at t end t his inf or mat ive event . 
 
Facult y pr eparat ions are alr eady well 
under way f or  t he placement  of  st udent s in 
Kinder gar t en t hr ough gr ade f our  f or  next  
year .  The f ollowing t ext  is t he dist r ict  policy 
concer ning placement  f or  your  r eview. 
 

STUDENT PLACEMENT POLICY K-8 
 

The Danver s Public Schools r ecognize and 
value each childÕs uniqueness and it s 
r esponsibilit y t o ensur e t he success of  each 
st udent . This r esponsibilit y includes st udent  
placement . The guidelines out lined below are 
designed t o place st udent s impar t ially. The 
schools will not  consider  r equest s f or  specif ic  

 
t eacher s. However , should t he learning needs 
of  a child necessit at e explanat ion or  
clar if icat ion, a let t er  f r om t he parent  or  
guardian discussing such needs may be 
addr essed t o t he Placement  Commit t ee. A 
r esponse f r om t he school t o t he parent  will 
be pr ovided in a t imely and r easonable 
manner . Should parent s or  guardians disagr ee 
wit h t he r easons of f er ed f or  placement  of  
t heir  child, t hey can pr epare a wr it t en 
r equest  in which t hey must  pr esent  t heir  
r eason and evidence f or  r econsider at ion. The 
r equest  will be r eviewed by a body convened 
f or  such pur poses at  t he dir ect ion of  t he 
Super int endent . 

 
Cr it er ia f or  Placement  

o St udent  Per sonal and Social 
Management  

o St udent  Learning St yle and 
Needs 

o Teacher  Teaching St yle 
o St udent  Non-Academic I ssues 

(Healt h, Social, Behavior al) 
o Classr oom Diver sit y (Academic, 

Cult ur al, Gender ) 
o Class Size 

The Placement  Commit t ee consist s of  t he 
sending t eam of  classr oom t eacher s, t he 
r eceiving t eam of  classr oom t eacher s and t he 
f ollowing specialist s: Basic Skills, Reading, 
Chapt er  1, Speech/L anguage, Social Wor ker , 
Case Manager / Psychologist , and t he Pr incipal. 
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Schedule for Spring MCAS Testing 
 
Her e are t he dat es, by gr ade level, f or  Spr ing 
MCAS t est ing.  Test ing will begin f ir st  t hing 
in t he mor ning.   Please make ever y ef f or t  
t o have your  child at t end school on t hese 
days.   Ot her  impor t ant  ways t o ensur e your  
childÕs success are t o: 
 

 Make sur e t hat  t he night  bef or e 
t est ing your  child goes t o bed ear ly or  
on t ime 

 Pr epare a healt hy br eakf ast  t o give 
him/h er  addit ional ener gy 

 Ar r ive on t ime f or  school 
 Share wor ds of  encour agement , love 

and suppor t  
 
 

Gr ade 3  Mat h    5/1 3 & 5/1 4 
Gr ade 4  Mat h    5/1 5 & 5/2 0 
Gr ade 5  Mat h    5/1 3 & 5/1 4 
   Science   5/2 0 & 5/2 1 
   Social St udies   5/2 2 & 5/2 7 
 
 

Thorpe Fields Update 
 
As you can r eadily see as you ent er  t he school 
gr ounds, t he const r uct ion of  t he new soccer  
and lacr osse f ields adj acent  t o our  school is 
well under way.  I  am happy t o r epor t  t hat  t he 
lines of  communicat ion bet ween t he t own, 
school and t he var ious companies wor king on 
t he f ields are wide open.  The shared goal is 
f or  t he pr oj ect  t o cont inue, wit hout  any 
int er r upt ion t o st udent  learning.  So f ar , so 
good. For  example, no equipment  was oper at ed          
dur ing MCAS t est ing in March, and t his will be 
t he case in May when MCAS t est ing r esumes.  
As f ar  as t he st udent s are concer ned, t hey are 
enj oying t he pr ocess - t he big t r ucks, t he dir t  
Ð how much bet t er  can it  get !  And t he 
t eacher s are making t he most  of  it  as well!  
Even t he most  r eluct ant  wr it er  is able t o wr it e 
wit h ent husiasm about  what  is happening r ight  

out side t he window.  Never  let  it  be said t hat  a 
Thor pe t eacher  does not  t ake f ull advant age 
of  ever y t eachable moment ! 
 

APPROPRI ATE AND PROPER DRESS FOR 

SCHOOL 
I n warmer  weat her , pr oper  at t ir e f or  our  
st udent s needs t o be consider ed by parent s. 
St udent s may not  wear  t ops t hat  display t he 
midr if f  area or  t hose t hat  have Òspaghet t iÓ 
st r aps. Also, f or  your  childÕs saf et y, Òj ellyÓ 
shoes and/o r  open t oed sandals should be lef t  
at  home. 

 

  

 
Dates to Remember: 
 4/29  Grade 2 Field Trip to the  

              Museum of Science   
 5/2    5th grade students visit  

   HRMS         
 5/5  Walkathon (Rain date 5/12) 
 5/6  School Council, 3 -4 p.m. 
   PAC Meeting, 7 p.m. 
 5/7  5th grade students visit  

   HRMS 
   Human Growth and   
   Development Film - 5th  
   graders @ 1:30 p.m.            
 5/8  5th grade Parent Orientation  

   Night @ HRMS, 7 p.m.   
 5/12-5/29 MCAS Testing, 3rd, 4th and  

   5th grades 
 5/13 Art Show, 6-8 p.m. 
 5/14  1st grade Field Trip to the  

   New England Aquarium  
 5/19 Cultural Enrichment   

  K, K/1 and 1st Grade -  
  Rainforest Reptiles 

 5/22 Kindergarten Information  
  Night @ Thorpe  

 5/23 Memorial Day Program @  
  1:45 p.m. 

 
 



Summer  is comingÉr eally! 
 

 Summer  will be upon us soonÉr eally. 
I t Õs not  t oo ear ly t o t hink about  pr ot ect ion 
while we have f un in t he sun. Your  f amily 
member s can enj oy a healt hy, physically f it  
lif est yle wit hout  endanger ing t heir  skin Ð if  
you all pr act ice good sun-pr ot ect ion habit s. 
 
 Childr en should be encour aged t o go 
out side and play. However , one blist er ing 
sunbur n in childhood doubles t he r isk of  
developing any t ype of  skin cancer , so it  is 
impor t ant  t o get  your  childr en in t he habit  of  
pr act icing sun pr ot ect ion. 
 
 The f ollowing ÒPr event ion TipsÓ are 
cour t esy of  t he Skin Cancer  Foundat ion: 
 

Seek shade bet ween t he hour s of  10 A.M. 
and 4 P.M. 
Use sunscr een wit h an SPF (sun 
pr ot ect ion f act or ) of  15 or  higher . 
Apply 1 ounce (2TBS.) of  sunscr een t o 
your  body 30 minut es bef or e going 
out side. 
Reapply sunscr een ever y 2 hour s. 
DonÕt  f or get  your  chi ldÕs hands, ear s, nose 
and lips. 
An SPF lip balm should be applied t o t he 
lips. 
Cover  up wit h clot hing, including a br oad-
br immed hat  and sunglasses. 
Keep newbor ns out  of  t he sun. 
Sunscr eens should be used on babies 
OVER t he age of  6 mont hs. 
Make sur e babyÕs st r oller  or  car r iage 
pr ovides adequat e shade. 
* * * NEVER put  baby oi l on your  chi ld 
bef or e going out door s. I t  makes t he skin 
t r anslucent , let t ing solar  r ays pass 
t hr ough mor e easily. 
 

 The MOST I MPORTANT t hing t o 
r emember  when t hinking about  sun 
pr ot ect ion is t his: you ar e your  chi ldÕs 
r ole model. Be sur e t o let  t hem see you 
pr ot ect ing your self  f r om t he sun, I f  you 
have gr eat  skin, so will t hey! 
 
      
  J oan M. Hof f mann R.N. 
      
  Thor pe School Nur se 

 

 


