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Dear Parents,

Spring is here, and | hope that you have been
able to take the time to enjoy some of the
beautif ul weather that we have been graced
with during the last f ew weeks! With the
arrival of spring here at Thorpe comes the
realization that the school year is rapidly
coming to a close, and, yet, there is still so
much to teach and learn!

The fifth graders continue to get ready for
the transition to Middle School next fall.
Within the next few weeks they will visit
HRMS twice - once as part of an individual
school, and a second time with all the 5
graders from across the district. Parent
Orientation Night at HRMS is scheduled for
Thursday, May 8" at 7 p.m. | encourage all
parents and guardians of 5'" graders to mark
this important date in their calendars and to
be sure to attend this informative event.

Faculty preparations are already well
underway for the placement of students in
Kindergarten through grade four for next
year. The following text is the district policy
concer ning placement for your review.

STUDENT PLACEMENT PoLicy K-8

The Danvers Public Schools recognize and
value each child® uniqueness and its
responsibility to ensure the success of each
student. This responsibility includes student
placement. The guidelines outlined below are
designed to place students impartially. The
schools will not consider requests for specific
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teachers. However, should the learning needs
of a child necessitate explanation or
clarification, a letter from the parent or
guardian discussing such needs may be
addressed to the Pacement Committee. A
response from the school to the parent will
be provided in a timely and reasonable
manner . Should parents or guardians disagree
with the reasons offered for placement of
their child, they can prepare a written
request in which they must present their
reason and evidence for reconsideration. The
request will be reviewed by a body convened
for such purposes at the direction of the
Superintendent .

Criteria for Pacement
0 Student Personal and Social

Management
0 Student Learning Style and
Needs

0 Teacher Teaching Style
0 Student Non-Academic |ssues
(Healt h, Social, Behavior al)
0o Classroom Diversity (Academic,
Cultural, Gender)
o Class Size
The Placement Committee consists of the
sending team of classroom teachers, the
receiving team of classroom teachers and the
following specialists: Basic Skills, Reading,
Chapter 1, Speech/L anguage, Social Worker,
Case Manager/ Psychologist, and the Principal.

PAC Meeting
7pm
May 6, 2008



Schedule for Spring MCAS Testing

Here are the dates, by grade level, for Spring
MCAS testing. Testing will begin first thing
in the morning. Please make every effort
to have your child attend school on these
days. Other important ways to ensure your
child® success are to:

= Make sure that the night before
testing your child goes to bed early or
ontime

= Prepare a healthy breakfast to give
him/h er additional energy

= Arrive ontime for school

= Share words of encouragement, love
and support

Grade 3 Math 5/13 & 5/1 4
CGrade 4 Math 5/15 & 5/20
Grade 5 Math 5/13 & 5/1 4

Science 520 & 5/21

Social Studies 5/22 & 5/27

Thorpe Fields Update

As you can readily see as you enter the school
grounds, the construction of the new soccer
and lacrosse fields adjacent to our school is
well underway. | am happy to report that the
lines of communication between the town,
school and the various companies working on
the fields are wide open. The shared goal is
for the project to continue, without any
interruption to student learning. So far, so
good. For example, no equipment was oper ated
during MCAS testing in March, and this will be
the case in May when MCAS testing resumes.
As far asthe students are concerned, they are
enjoying the process - the big trucks, the dirt
b how much better can it get! And the
teachers are making the most of it as well!
Even the most reluctant writer is able to write
with enthusiasm about what is happening right

outside the window. Never let it be said that a
Thorpe teacher does not take full advantage
of every teachable moment!

APPROPRI ATE AND PROPER DRESS FOR
ScHooL
In warmer weather, proper attire for our
students needs to be considered by parents.
Students may not wear tops that display the
midriff area or those that have GpaghettiO
straps. Also, for your child® safety, QellyO
shoes and/or open toed sandals should be left

“"" Art Show, K-5

May 13th, 6:00 ~ 8:00 p.m.

Dates to Remember:

= 4/29 Grade 2 Field Trip to the
Museum of Science

= 52 5™ grade students visit
HRMS

= 5/5 Walkathon (Rain date 5/12)

= 5/6 School Council, 3 -4 p.m.
PAC Meeting, 7 p.m.

= 5/7 5™ grade students visit

HRMS
Human Growth and
Development Film - 5th
graders @ 1:30 p.m.

= 5/8 5™ grade Parent Orientation
Night @ HRMS, 7 p.m.

= 5/12-5/29 MCAS Testing, 3", 4™ and
5™ grades

= 5/13 Art Show, 6-8 p.m.

= 5/14 Ist grade Field Trip to the
New England Aquarium

= 5/19 Cultural Enrichment
K, K/1 and 1* Grade -
Rainforest Reptiles

= 5/22 Kindergarten Information
Night @ Thorpe

= 5/23 Memorial Day Program @
1:45 p.m.



Summer is comingEr eally!

Summer will be upon us soonEreally.
It® not too early to think about protection
while we have funinthe sun. Your family
member s can enjoy a healthy, physically fit
lif estyle without endangering their skin bif
you all practice good sun-protection habits.

Children should be encouraged to go
outside and play. However, one blistering
sunburn in childhood doubles the risk of
developing any type of skin cancer, so it is
important to get your children in the habit of
practicing sun protection.

The following G evention TipsOare
courtesy of the Skin Cancer Foundation:

Seek shade between the hours of 10 A.M.
and 4 PM.

Use sunscreen with an SPF (sun
protection factor) of 15 or higher.
Apply 1ounce (2TBS.) of sunscreento
your body 30 minutes before going

out side.

Reapply sunscreen every 2 hours.
Don® f orget your child® hands, ears, nose
and lips.

An SPF lip balm should be applied to the
lips.

Cover up with clothing, including a br oad-
brimmed hat and sunglasses.

Keep newborns out of the sun.

Sunscr eens should be used on babies
OVERthe age of 6 months.

Make sure baby® stroller or carriage
provides adequat e shade.

***NEVER put baby oil on your child

bef ore going out doors. | t makes the skin
translucent, letting solar rays pass
through more easily.

The MOST | MPORTANT thing to
remember when thinking about sun
protection is this: you are your child®
role model. Be sure to let them see you
protecting yourself fromthe sun, | f you
have great skin, so will t hey!

Joan M. Hof f mann R.N.

Thor pe School Nurse



